SPEECH ASSIGNMENT

Perils of social media
Today we shall go through the perils of social media. In the 21st Century, social media is used by many people in many different ways such as interacting online, doing marketing or communicating important messages. Social media platforms such as Instagram, Facebook and Twitter are heavily used today by teens and even the aged in one way or the other. The progression that has been brought by the use of social media cannot be underestimated. Social media has influenced people to use comfortable devices such as computers and smartphones to access the internet from all corners of the globe which is expensive and not worth the cost[footnoteRef:1] (Kennedy, & Conn, 2018).  [1:  This is a mere and hasty generalization fallacy about social media. Social media is cheap and time saving compared to traditional ways of communication. It is intended cause exaggeration and stereotyping. ] 

Many times, social media has been blamed for the damages that it has caused in the society. For example, it has ruined many young children who were forced to leave school due to peer pressure generated through social media. Social media puts the lives of many youths today at risk and must be controlled. According to the Maryland State Bar Association (2016) social media has reduced physical interaction and today people meet online to discuss and interact as opposed to the face-to-face interaction that could lead to major health problems[footnoteRef:2]. Therefore, social media is viewed as a tool that has reduced the spread of diseases significantly. On the other hand, using social media too much could lead to isolation, negative outlook and loneliness[footnoteRef:3]. Spending too much time in the social media could cause health problems such as dementia, heart disease or cancer among many others (Maryland State Bar Association, 2016). [2:  Social media does not cause health problems. This is a Red hearing fallacy and is used to distract the relevancy of social media. ]  [3:  This is a circular argument fallacy and it is just reaping what is already assumed but not arriving at a new conclusion. Social media cannot lead to negative outlook or loneliness. It is intended to restart one’s assumption.] 

The social media does not help in the studies of the young people[footnoteRef:4]. People always think that social media is the best platform for the children to learn from but they instead learn negative ideas which put their lives at risk and ruin their future. Children do not need to be active a lot in the social media. It makes it hard for the youth to progress in their talents[footnoteRef:5]. This is because they tend to concentrate too much on social media and forget to chase their dreams and present goals. Social media has been greatly misused in many ways such as cyberbullying, mass suicide and compensated dating. Others have taken revenge on their friends through cyberbullying. For example, a boy in a friendship which did not materialize decides to post nudes of her girlfriend which negatively affects many youths who find themselves in such a situation (Maryland State Bar Association, 2016).   [4:  This is an equivocation fallacy. It is a statement used to deceive and confuse. Social media helps in studies such as in research studies. It is meant to taint the tool.]  [5:  This is a false dichotomy because social media cannot bar one from achieving their dreams. It is a false dichotomy fallacy and only made to show that in one way or the other social media can be a dream killer.] 

The internet is a virtual world and people interact for different reasons. For example, some interact for compensated dating. Girls can chat and meet a stranger for date or sex as long as the man offers to compensate her, also known as Sugar Daddy. This has sparked a lot of debate in the media houses and especially when these girls fall prey to violent men who rape and kill them. Others end up committing suicide for the sake in social media. This makes it difficult to understand the need for social media. Many claim that social media is the cause of all the problems that we have today[footnoteRef:6] in our society (Silverman, 2016).  [6:  This is a causal fallacy. The statement made is that social media is the cause of problems. It intends to create awareness that social media has negativities involved. ] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Social media makes you as the user to become less productive. Actively engaging in social media makes people become lazy[footnoteRef:7] and can’t perform any duty without the internet such as chatting. Some youths have become addicted such that they walk on the streets with their phones on their palms going through social media platforms such as Facebook and Instagram. This is risky and many have lost their lives due to this behaviour. For example, getting knocked down by an oncoming vehicle. Also, many youths share information only through Snapchat, a chatting platform and can’t afford to call which seems quicker. Due to the negative effects of social media, not many people like the idea of using social media in one field or the other. Such people think that social media is optional[footnoteRef:8]. However, reality is that social media is important in any prospect whether it’s an individual or a business (Maryland State Bar Association, 2016).  [7:  The generalization that social media makes people lazy is a Hominem fallacy and uses attack-language that is not related to the truth. However, it persuades people to avoid spending too much time on social media. ]  [8:  Social media is not optional. One has to use it in their daily lives whether is business or as an individual. This is a straw man fallacy and does not hold any water. It proves that social media can’t be avoided and must be used by everyone. ] 
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